
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
December 1, 2015 

Prior to the regular meeting, the Commission convened an executive session at 1:00 PM 
to discuss a personnel issue per RCW 42.30.110 (1) (f) and adjourned at 4:30 PM.  No 
action was taken. 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
December 1, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:36 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; 
Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Kevin Tate, Community Relations 
Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Larry 
Saunders, Capital Project Coordinator; Chris Shaff, Planning Engineer; Mike Demers, 
Engineering Technician; Kurt VanBurkleo, Operations Project Coordinator; Mike 
Benton, Project Manager; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; 
and Audience:  Terri Cook. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for December 1, 2015.   

a. Approval of Minutes 11/17/15 Commission Meeting 
b. Approval of Vouchers 

No. 2651 – Voucher Nos. 4928-4988 ($161,100.34) 11/24/15 
No. 2652 – Voucher Nos. 4989-5028, Payroll Check Nos. 11882-11962 ($267,707.92) 12/01/15 

The motion passed. 

Treasurer Dales presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of October 2015. 

Under Manager’s Report: 

• Manager Powell reported that a revised budget summary spreadsheet is being 
prepared and will be mailed to the Commission this week and placed on the 
December 8 agenda for discussion.  No line item changes have been made since it 
was last presented, the only change is lowering of debt service based on the tentative 
agreement with Skagit Bank for capital project funding.  A resolution is being 
prepared by Foster Pepper regarding said funding.  

• Assistance Engineering Manager Handzlik reported that the District crews continue 
with service line installations, leak repairs, valves maintenance and performing 
developer tie-in work.  The District received 14 bids for the Mann Road LUD No. 31 
Project and a recommendation for award appears under New Business on today’s 
agenda.   

• Operations Manager Fox reported on Alger Water System high volume users who 
ignored warnings to conserve and continued to water lawns with little regard on how 
much water was available.  Discussion ensued regarding various options for next 
season, including increasing system capacity, implementing an inclining rate 
structure, and using Skagit County for imposition of fines or restrictions should 
drought conditions arise.  Commissioner Littlefield asked about the generator on 
Guemes Island; Operations Manager Fox replied it was on site and wiring remains to 
be completed. 

• Community Relations Manager Tate reported that the District is about to go live with 
a soft launch for online bill payment and will begin with incoming calls, then online 
with employee testing and ultimately will announce the availability in the 
January/February newsletter if all goes well. 



• Human Resource Manager White reported that bargaining agreement negotiations 
continue, insurance dependent audit forms have been submitted to all employees and 
preparations continue for employee training on December 24. 

Under New Business, Manager Powell presented a recommendation to award the Mann 
Road LUD No. 31 Project.  He stated that the Engineer’s Estimate was $243,058.53 and 
the lowest responsive responsible bid was from TriCo Companies for the total amount of 
$171,263.91 including tax.  He stated that one addendum has been issued extending the 
start time to March in the event dewatering is required.  Discussion ensued regarding the 
low bid.  Manager Powell stated he concurred with Engineering Manager Sidhu’s 
recommendation and requested a motion to award.  Commissioner Robertson moved to 
award the Mann Road LUD No. 31 Project to TriCo Companies for the total amount of 
$171,263.91 including tax and to authorize the General Manager to enter into a contract 
for said project.  The motion passed. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook stated he would like to have the 
General Manager evaluation at the next meeting; Commissioner Robertson replied he 
would rather wait until December 15, as he needs additional time.  Discussion ensued 
regarding upcoming agendas with regard to the budget, scheduling an executive session 
for the General Manager’s performance evaluation and cancellation of the December 22 
meeting. 

Manager Powell stated that he plans to have budget discussion at the meeting of 
December 8 with further discussion on December 15 and to present the budget for 
adoption by December 29.  

Commissioner Littlefield stated he would be attending the WA PUD Association 
(WPUDA) annual meeting December 2-4.  Commissioner Robertson stated he would not 
be attending the annual meeting and reminded Commissioner Littlefield that the quarterly 
Water Committee meeting would be held in conjunction with the annual meeting. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of December 1, 2015 was adjourned at 
4:56 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


